
BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday 24 June 2025 
SUMMARY NOTES 

Update from Auditors 

The Auditors are not yet in a posiƟon to submit their report due to delays in receiving 
informaƟon from the Branches and Central Oĸce. They have not raised any concerns and 
expect to submit the report early July, ahead of the Annual General MeeƟng (AGM). 

Strategy update 

The Board discussed the progress of each Strategy working group. 

• Membership: So far this year membership numbers are 3,105 - of which 1,092 have 
renewed membership and 79 are new members for 2025. As a comparison, membership 
numbers in June 2024 were 2,936. 

• CommunicaƟons: Work is conƟnuing on the development of a new website for the BPF. 
Funding of £22k has been aƩained to pay for the project.   

A few Trustees requested training on how to use social media, but especially Facebook. 

Trustee Recruitment process 

The number of candidates for the Trustee elecƟons this year has been low. There will be two 
new Trustees joining the Board in September. The Board will review the rules relaƟng to the 
recruitment process, but they should only be changed if and when the Fellowship has a Įrm 
plan. A working group was formed to decide whether the Board needs to change the rules to 
ensure the Fellowship’s systems allow for the strongest possible Board.  

The Strategy working groups should conƟnue to engage interested individuals who may be 
idenƟĮed as potenƟal Trustees. Two people have already expressed an interest and will be 
invited to Central Oĸce for face-to-face meeƟngs. 

Report from the NaƟonal Treasurer 

A report produced by the NaƟonal Treasurer for the Board showed the BPF’s Įnancial 
posiƟon as of 31 May 2025 was comfortable. As the Audit was sƟll ongoing the numbers 
reported were provisional. The Fellowship currently has a deĮcit for its naƟonal programme, 
but this is expected to be reduced further when other monies and investments are received. 

Branch/Region Finances update 

The Board discussed the importance of Regions and Branches spending BPF funds 
appropriately and being guided by the Fellowship’s Branch Rules. It is the Trustees—not the 
Branch Oĸcers—who hold ulƟmate responsibility for ensuring that Trust funds are used 
appropriately, whether those funds are held in Branch accounts or elsewhere. 

A Branch Oĸcer meeƟng has been scheduled for 3 July, with all Treasurers asked to aƩend. 
It has become apparent that diīerent Branches interpret spending pracƟces in varying ways. 



The Fellowship will produce some Branch spending guidelines to outline appropriate uses of 
funds. These guidelines will be Įnalised aŌer the Oĸcer meeƟng.  

Branches with limited or no funds are encouraged to apply to the Branch Support Fund.  

CEO OperaƟons Update 

Banking MaƩers: Branches most likely to be able to complete online forms will be idenƟĮed, 
to help streamline banking processes. 
Other updates:  

• Kripen Dhrona will be interviewed on Radio Decorum on Friday 27 June at 3pm.  
• The NaƟonal Indoor Games for 2026 have been conĮrmed and will take place at the 

MarrioƩ Hotel, Leicester on 20-22 March 2026. 

Advisory/Expert Panel and EPU Update  

Advisory/Expert Panel:  Staī and key members of the Expert Panel will meet on 25 June to 
discuss its future. AƩendance has been low for some Ɵme, and the Panel has not been 
funcƟoning eīecƟvely. 

EPU Update: Kripen and Trustee, Frances Quinn aƩended the AGM held in Burgos, Spain, 
from 29 May to 1 June. It was a highly informaƟve and engaging meeƟng. The next AGM will 
take place in Copenhagen, with an opportunity to tour the faciliƟes of the Danish Society of 
Polio and Accident VicƟms (PTU). 

1947 polio epidemic commemoraƟon and other recogniƟon schemes  

It was proposed the EPU’s 2027 AGM is held in London, to mark 80 years since the polio 
epidemics of 1947. A two-year planning period is necessary to organise a commemoraƟon.  

OrthoƟcs – work with BAPO 

Members are increasingly facing challenges with orthoƟcs, which has been idenƟĮed as an 
area of notable dissaƟsfacƟon. The Board agreed the Fellowship should launch a campaign 
on this issue, with clearly deĮned objecƟves and target audience. 

Global Polio EradicaƟon eīorts 

The Board agreed the Fellowship should conƟnue supporƟng polio eradicaƟon eīorts and 
maintain clear messaging about the importance of polio vaccinaƟons for the UK audience. 

Any Other Business 

Jerry Hutchinson will be stepping down as a Trustee in September. This will be his Įnal Board 
meeƟng. Jerry was thanked for his signiĮcant input to the Fellowship as a Trustee. Jerry 
thanked the Trustees for their support.  

Next Board meeƟng 

18 September from 12noon to 12:15pm (a shorter session, held straight aŌer the AGM). 


